
January 31, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, CY-B402
Washington, DC 20554

Re:    WC Docket No.  02-384
Application by the Verizon Corporation for Authorization Under Section 271 of the Communications
Act to Provide In-Region, Interlata Services in the District of Columbia, Maryland and West
Virginia

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The National Native American Chamber of Commerce (NNACC) and the National Indian Education Association
(NIEA) would like to jointly express our support of Verizon�s application to provide In-Region, Interlata Service in
the District of Columbia, Maryland and West Virginia.

NNACC and NIEA believe that it is important for Verizon to be allowed to provide competitive long distance
services to consumers in the District of Columbia, Maryland and West Virginia. Full competition in all aspects of
the telecommunications business will provide more choices and more convenience at lower prices for consumers. It
will also end the long standing confusion for some consumers about which company provides what pieces of their
telecommunications services by allowing all competitors to provide a complete package of local and long distance
services.

Of equal importance, are public and private efforts to reduce the discriminatory impact that the lack of access to
advanced telecommunications services has on the underserved Native American education and business sectors.
While broadband technologies are being deployed throughout the country, the rate for the deployment of high-
speed Internet access to the underserved is far too low. The very health, wealth, education and social prosperity of
underserved communities are threatened.

Access to communications is critically important; and, it is for that reason NNACC and NIEA believe that
Verizon�s entrance into the District of Columbia, Maryland and West Virginia long distance market will increase
competition and drive prices down for small business and education communities. Therefore, we urge the FCC to
move quickly to approve the application by Verizon to ensure that Native Americans living in these regions are not
left behind in these already challenging times.

Sincerely,
Joe Byrd  
President
National Native American
Chamber of Commerce

John Cheek
Executive Director
National Indian Education
Association


